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SUPPLIES & TOOLS:
• ¾ yard fabric main color
• ¼ yard fabric contrasting color
• ½ yard Pellon® 987F Fusible Fleece 
• ½ yard Pellon® 71F Peltex® I 1-Sided Fusible

•	 1¼” wide cotton webbing (belting)
•	 100% cotton thread
•	 Sewing machine, rotary cutter and related supplies

DIRECTIONS:  Use 1/2” seam allowances unless otherwise stated.  Dimensions for small bag are in parentheses.   
1. Cutting instructions:  Four 14½” x 17½” rectangles (10½” squares) main fabric.  Two 5” x 17½” (4” x 

10½”) rectangles contrast fabric.  Two 3” x 17½” (3” x 15”) rectangles contrast fabric.  Two 16” x 17½”  
(10½” x 11½”) rectangles Fusible Fleece.  One 5” x 10½” (4” x 7”) rectangle Peltex® I.  Two 14” pieces 
(one 12” piece) cotton belting.

2. For the front and back of the bag, place one 14½” x 17½” rectangle (10½” square) main fabric right sides 
together with one 5” x 17½” (4” x 10½”) rectangle contrast fabric, aligning one long edge.  Stitch on the 
long edge.  Press seam toward the darker fabric.

3. Place the Fusible Fleece on the wrong side of the bag pieces, aligning the bottom of the Fusible Fleece to 
the bottom of the bag pieces and fuse following manufacturer’s instructions.

4. Place the front and back of the bag right sides together.  Pin, leaving the top edge open.  Stitch along the 
sides and the bottom.  Repeat this step with the remaining main fabric rectangles to make the lining.

5. To box corners, pull the corners out flat and mark a line where the corner measures 5” (4”) across.  Repeat 
step for lining.  Sew along this line, reinforcing it.  Cut away excess fabric.  Repeat for lining.  Turn bag right 
side out.

6. Place the Peltex® I rectangle fusible side down into the bottom of the bag.
7. Place the lining inside the bag with wrong sides together.  Turn the bag contrast fabric in 1/2”.  Press.  Fold 

the bag contrast fabric down so it covers the lining.  Pin in place from the outside of the bag.  Stitch around 
the contrast fabric on the outside of the bag,  1/8” from the edge, catching the fabric on the inside.Topstitch 
1/8” from edge of bag.  Set bag aside.

8. For handles, fold the two 3” x 17½” (one 3” x 15”) pieces of contrast fabric into thirds.  Press.
9. Place this folded fabric onto the center of the belting.  Stitch close to both edges to secure.  Leave the tail 

on each end.
10. Fold the tail piece in so it meets the raw edge of the belting.  Fold again and secure.  Repeat for second 

handle on larger bag.
11. For the larger size bag, place the handles 5” in from each side and stitch in place.  Repeat for other side.  

For the smaller size bag, place one end of the handle centred on the front of the bag and the other end 
centred on the back of the bag.  Stitch in place.

12. Flatten the bottom like a paper bag.  While bag is flattened, fuse the Peltex® I to the bottom of the bag, 
following manufacturer’s instructions.


